


oe : apres a - In wee a eat = 
<A Pos a Lal eS to: = = BN lnk : 
a? - . : 
240: 7) \ : oat : ‘ 
FD*402 (REV, 3-8-77) | 
e, ? a sath : . 
‘ ears 3. el : 4 . ; : e ° 
ra _ ‘, , | 
oe a es oa * = = % 7 in ree P 
* Qe OY, - se 

2 . . ; : 

: & 
3 . “ 

: = 


' @ividuals nanied TONY and MEL. He did ‘not. recall. the last 








-” 


* :FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION “* | 
= : s . fe ee e “+- 


- Date of transcription. afk] 80. i 


“ 


Congregsthan -JOHN P.. MURTHA was contacted at his 


ae 


residence at 109 Colgate Avenue, Johnstown, Pennsylvania > ~~ 
nd_advised of the identities of —_ Jana |] 
as Special Agents (SAS) of Ghe Federal Bureau of -° ~~ 







_ investigation. (FBI). MURTHA was*advised that in acoordance 6 


. 


- with an official investigation, information: was sought re- 
garding: his relationship. with HOWARD. CRIDEN, MEL. WEINBERG 
and TONY DE. VITO. -MURTHA was. then. presented with a form, 
entitled "Interrogation; Advice of Rights" which hé read and 

- Stated he understood. MURTHA réturned the form, “unsigned, 
and stated that he did not require a lawyer. -He then advised 
he was willing to be. interviewed and provided the following - - 
narratives — - - 

: - MURTHA formerly served in the U.S. Marine Corps . 
Reserve with LOUIS JOHANSON; who is curreritly the law partner - 
of HOWARD <CRIDEN. Approximately two to. three. ‘weeks prior to 
the: dateof interview, MURTHA received a télephone call from 
either JOHANSON or CRIDEN. During the telephone conversation, 
reference was made toa newspaper article in the Philadelphia 
Bulletin'which described MURTHA's’ influence as a member of 
Congress. -MURTHA was then invited to join CRIDEN in meeting 
with the representatives. of individuals desiring to obtain 
entry into, the U.S: MURTHA replied that: he would*be glad to. 
meet with these.persons in his office but was ‘told that these 
individuals. would be more comfortable if. they could meet..at . 


—— s 


their ‘residence in Washington). D.Ce -- . . 


a 


~ 


. On either’ a Thursday or Friday,. approximately two: 
to three weeks prior to. interview date, MURTHA was -picked up 
by CRIDEN, and taken-to. the heeting: at the; townehouse residence’ 
of these individuals. - =" 7 i. 


“At, the townehouse,./MURTHA was introduced to; two in+ 


names of these individuals but described: TONY as the darker - 
and younger of the two. MURTHA was informed by one of these. 
individuals that -they. represented a wealthy sheik from a 

Middle Eastern country, who déSired assistance in obtaining . 
entry into the U.S. at an unspecified future date. MURTHA - 
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replied that he would check into the situation to determine 


what the requirements were. to. -secure admission into the 
country. 


MURTHA had been informed by CRIDEN prior to the 
meéting. that the sheik possessed vast assets, as high as 
$200 million, and could possibly: be persuaded to invest. a. 
substantial amount of money in MURTHA's congressional dis- 
trict. In light of this, MURTHA informed TONY and MEL that 
he would provide assistance to the shéik to obtain entry 
into the U.S. in return for investnients by the sheik; ,made 
in his congressional district, tO. assist in creating jobs. 


.MURTHA explained to them that ’ investment in his district was 


necessary for him. to justify acting on the sheik's behalf. 


During the course of this meeting, it appeared to 


- MORTHA that TONY and MEL were willing to offer money to in- 
sure that the. assistance sought would be secured. He recalled 


that they indicated to him that they liked to be "up front". 
At one point during the meeting; while ‘CRIDEN ahd one of the 


individuals. weré: out of the room, the other individual opened 


a drawer and displayed a large amount of cash to MURTHA. 
MURTHA expresséd no: interest. in receiving money; but reiterated 
that his assistance could be. obtained. through investmerits in 
his district. 

MURTHA recalled that during the meetifig,. CRIDEN left 
the room more than once: with MEL and a een while 
the other remained with him. 


Subsequent to the meeting, MURTHA contacted a high 
ranking official with the ‘Tiimigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS), who may possibly be named[_____——_—| (Phonetic). 2 on 


and asked him if a wealthy individual would encounter any 


difficulty in obtaining admission into the U.S. The official 
informed MURTHA that an individual with at least $40,000 in 
assets would not have any difficulty entering the country, 
since he would not be required to have a sponsor., 
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the sheik through TONY and MEL. CRIDEN stated that he had 
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MURTHA telephoned CRIDEN and; relayed to ‘him the: 
information he ‘obtained from the INS official. MURTHA stressed, 


however, ‘that he still desired the sheik to. make investments - 


in his district. 


‘MURTHA then contacted a friend Of his and asked ‘him 
what could ‘be accomplished With a forty to fifty million 
dollar investment, emphasizing that the investors. did not 
desire to operate a business. He was told’ that 4 firm naniéd _ 
Abex (Phonetic) might need money’ or that a barik could be pur- 
chased with such an amount. -He’was also told that anh invest- 
ment. of this size would be a help to the coal producing industry. 
MURTHA informed his friend that the respresentatives of .the in= 
vestor would hire an expert to éxamine any. potential investment 
eoltowed could —— that his recommendations would: be 

oO owed. 
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“. MURTHA s. friend ailsodivised hiin that a deposit Of 


. five million dollar's made into a. bank would be considered an 


important. sum. : ae “ 


MURTHA | subsequently telephoned: CRIDEN, and told him 
of. thé information supplied by his friend regarding investments- 


and.déposits. He also asked CRIDEN to obtain specifics regard- 


ing the. sheik so that they could cormence working with the. ENS 
toward his entry. into. the US: 


F 


Subsequent +o the above ieabiaetinihy statemerit, MURTHA 


provided the following informatim pursuant to. questioning by 


the interviewing agents’ 


MURTHA has known - -CRIDEN: only since he was Cone aCEEE 
by. ‘tiim: approxinately ‘two to three weeks prior to interview date. 
If they had ‘met prior té that it was, ‘OuLy on a Purely social 
Level and was not récalled by MURTHA, 

CRIDEN Said, to the best of MURTHA' s recollection, 
that there was a lot. of mdriey.available for investment from 
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~ tain an individual's entry -into. the country; . 
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| Y head seis out with a joe through«a concer of hits ahd, it_ 


was confirmed that they had a substantial sum of rioney. 
¥ MURTHA first met with CRIDEN on the same day as 

the meeting, ‘which took place during the congressional recess 
in January,-1980. ‘his was also the first and only time MURTHA 
ever inet TONY, .and MEL.- 3 


~ & 


Sa At-the meeting in the townehouse, MURTHA- told TONY 
and MEL that- his only interest was creating additional jobs, in 
his-district and that before hé could -take any ‘action on the 
sheik!s behalf, he had -to determine if it weré possible. to obs - 


ai 


There was no question in his’ mind” ‘that. TONY and Misr, 
wanted to pay. him for any assistance but he made-it. clear to ~° 
"chein, that he wanted inves tient in the district, not payoffs. =, 


f nae 


fe _- On the: way pace te the Rayburh Building ‘where GRIDEN 


had picked him up earlier, MURTHA«observed that CRIDEN did. not 


seem happy and-was. subdued... MURTHA t61d. CRIDEN that he believed 


they could work out some sont of legitimate investmentin the 
Gistrict..~ .- > .- ~ 
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: MURTHA povided the folidiing amie for the ae 
oS transpiting from the day of the méeting: 


a, ‘ey 


‘CRIDEN télephoned MURTHA and told him of the arrange- 
ments for the meetings, - MURTHA was..later picked up ‘by CRIDEN 
ina chauffeured Limousine in front of the Rayburn Building. 
‘They were driven to the townehouse which CRIDEN described as 
thé residenceof the sheik when he Visits Washington D.C. ‘The. 
méeéting took place and he was driven back to thé: Rayburn Build- 
ing with CRIDEN-in the. LimowWsine.. Hé. told CRIDEN ‘that he would. 

Check = deteritine ar they. could affect ‘the sheik's entry into - 
the U.S * ‘ 

: hiiineiiaiddiaas 2 week iia, MURTHA , aftercehecking 
with, ‘the INS official, telephoned ‘CRIDEN and told, him that 
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the entry :cowla’ be: accomplished. He asked CRIDEN ‘to obtain 
information regarding the identity of the sheik, his country as 
! and when he.desired to‘enter the U.S. He encouraged CRIDEN 

to take action to get investments for MURTHA's district. 


8 MURTHA was in telephone:- -contact with “'C- RO DEN on a 
s . “only: two occasions subsequent to. the meeting with “TONY and. 
MEL. ‘The: first call was primarily to obtain information and 
later to tell him of the results: or his cbriversation. with the _ 
6+ INS - official: ee : - : “oy 


wv 


— MURTHA also, colle CRIDEN. that his friend. had advised 
— him that a deposit of one million dollars would have no impact 
on a bank, as was suggested at the tieeting with TONY and MEL, 
bug that a- SUM: of. five million would be important to.a bank.. 


8h 


eo ae MURTHA did not know if CRIDEN- was ‘aware of any offéz * 
of money by “TONY and MEL. MURTHA did not feel that the money 
‘Was. “directly offered to him. It was showr and a. payment .wais . 
implied sincé TONY or.MEL said -that, MURTHA's assistance was , 
_ = worth “such and such’. But MURTHA was interested in obtaining ¢ 
b- i‘ jobs in his district for some such: endeavor as a Goke works. - 
' MURTHA would not take a phone number from ZONY or. MEL. ahd he 


i ; “toad them that. he would deal through CRIDEN. a - 


~ 


—~ 
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. MURTHA considered, CRIDEN the agent of ONY and MEL. — 
- aid: wa's sure ‘that. CRIDEN was to. be paid. Hé was not aware of : 
| CRIDEN acting: in the r6lée Of Lobbyist and he had. no knowledge _ an 
- - Of CRIDEN. contacting anyone: at INS : ‘regarding the regulations : 
Lor admission to ‘the Us8.. : 
a 2s — “MURTHA Was. aware of the names of two other congress+ 
- 4 “faenr ‘being mentioned at. the meeting. with TONY -andMEL but he: 
ie declined” +o. ame’ theiii:: One of these Gongressmen came to. ~< 
‘ MURTHA and told him that he néeded MURTHA's help: He told. 
-> ~ ‘MURTHA that. they: each had ia chance*for investment possibilities <3 
in their districts and askéd-MURTHA if he was interested. 
MURTHA replied that he was always interested in investments 
ih his district. : es - : 
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When asked by the interviewing agents if the. names 
of Congressmen JOHN MURPHY ‘and FRANK THOMPSON were mentioned, 
MURTHA replied that the name of MURPHY and THOMPSON were 
mentioned as having had: dealings with TONY and MEL. No indi- 
cation ‘was madeof any money being paid to them and MURTHA felt 
that their names were mentioned in order to put pressure on him 
to assist them. 

When asked at any specific amount of money was men-. 
tioned ¥o. him, MURTHA stated that.a figure, of fifty thousand 
was mentioned at the. meeting » MURTHA did riot know what the 
expectations were. of those present at the meeting, but MURTHA 
as'suméd that this money was the fee to be paid to-CRIDEN for 
arranging the transaction involving MURTHA's assistance for 
the sheik in return for investment “in his. district. 


."MURTHA never diseussed with MURPHY any aspect of 
this meeting with CRIDEN,. ‘TONY or MEL and he was never. approached 
by MURPHY ‘fegarding any subject even remotely involving ‘them. 


: _ THOMPSON, howéver, spoke to MURTHA*.and told him that: 
a deal could be made with TONY and MEL.. THOMPSON did not 
specifically describe the nature of the deal but, MURTHA assumed 
that. ‘THOMRSON's concern was with investments in the. Aistrict 
and DHOMPSON, never stated .to him that he. received any money. 


MURTHA did not believe that either MURPHY or THOMPSON 
a any nioney from. TONY of MEL, : directly or indirectly. 


MURTHA-admitted-, after r being asked py interviewing” 
agents 5 havitig met ‘with CRIDEN and. THOMPSON in THOMPSONS | 
office prior to the meeting with TONY and MEL. MURTHA des- 
eribed the meeting as a short one in which investments for 
their districts were discussed and’ either THOMPSON or CRIDEN 
told MURTHA that. he should go over and meee with TONY and MEL. 


2 MURTHA last spoke to CRIDEN on Monday, January 21, 
1980 in a “telephone conversation in. which he told ‘CRIDEN to” 
get things started regarding investments. in the commun ty. 
MURTHA has not spoken, to CRIDEN since. 
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‘MURTHA ‘stated that hé.may have madé statements 


~. which may appear to indicate he had knowledge of payoffs. béing” 
/ madé to THOMPSON or MURPHY, but explained -that"he-had no knowl- 
edge of payoffs to them. Hé was desirous: of obtaining sub- ° ~~ 
stantial investment in his district and this was his viewpoint © 
regarding the term "deal", If an offer of a payoff was made 
: . to him, MURTHA did not consider it as. such. ~ =e 
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